Increase of MLC sensitivity by elimination of a non-adherent responder cell subpopulation with anti-macrophage serum.
A specific rabbit anti-rat macrophage antiserum (SAM) was prepared with a cytotoxic reactivity pattern complementary to that of a specific anti-lymphocyte serum. This was used to characterise adherent and non-adherent spleen cell subpopulations in mixed lymphocyte cultures. Adherent SAM+ cells reacted as accessory cells whereas non-adherent SAM+ cells were suppressors. Selective elimination thus achieved resulted in a highly significant increase of MLC reactivity in certain strain combinations and in conversion from non-reactivity to reactivity in others.